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Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1 999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e)). 

2. Claims 10, 11, 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Ueno et al. (US 6757016). 

Regarding Claim 10, Ueno teaches an electronic camera (Co/ 8 Lines 4-5) 
comprising: an image sensor {Fig. 3 reference number 710 is an image pickup unit 
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which one skilled in the art realizes has an image sensor, also specifically in Col 19 
Unes 14) having a light-receiving surface to which a plurality of first pixel blocks are 
assigned {710 contains a pixel unit, or block, 712 which receives light as described in 
Col 8 Unes 12-13); a reading means for reading electrical charges generated on said 
light-receiving surface from said image sensor {Fig. 3 reference number 713 and Col 8 
Lines 14-15) by scanning said plurality of first pixel blocks in a specific order {Fig. 8 
shows a vertical scanning circuit which scans the pixels in specific order); a generation 
means for generating image data (Co/ 3 Unes 60-61 teach that the apparatus taught by 
Ueno, such as that show in Fig. 3, generates image signals for generating image data) 
for each second pixel block corresponding to the first pixel block based on the electrical 
charges read by said reading means {Fig. 3 reference number 713 reads the electrical 
signals from the pixel block of 712, the first pixel block, and then the original signal 
goes through Fig. 24 reference number 720 before it goes to the compression unit. 
820. The signal going into 820 corresponds to the signal going into 720) ; a 
compression means for compressing the image data generated by said generation 
means for each second pixel block in said specific order {Fig. 24 reference number 
820); a decompression means for decompressing the compressed image data 
generated by said compression means for each second pixel block in said specific 
order {Fig. 24 reference number 830); and an output means for outputting the 
decompressed image data generated by said decompression means {Fig. 24 reference 
number 850). 
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Regarding Claim 11, Ueno teaches an electronic camera according to claim 10, 
further comprising: a first activation means for activating said compression means in 
response to a photographing instruction {Fig. 24 shows the procedure of handling the 
picked up image signal. One skilled in the art recognizes that a digital camera will 
have an input for instructing start of the photographing procedure, and it would trigger 
the handling of the signal as depicted in Fig. 24); and a second activation means for 
activating said decompression means in response to completion of a compression 
process by said compression means (Col 27 Lines 21-24 teaches the decompression, 
or expansion of the compressed data occurs after the data is compressed). 

Regarding Claim 14, Ueno teaches an electronic camera according to claim 10, 
wherein said image sensor is a CMOS type (Co/ 19 Line 14). 

Regarding Claim 15, Ueno teaches an electronic camera according to claim 10, 
wherein said output means includes a resolution reduction means for reducing a 
resolution of the decompressed image data. Col 8 Lines 29-34 teaches that a low 
resolution is used to display images, therefore the apparatus provides means to reduce 
to this low resolution for outputting to the display. 

Regarding Claim 16, Ueno teaches an electronic camera according to claim 10, 
wherein said compression means performs compression in a lossy format. Col 27 
Lines 4-5 teaches JPEG, a lossy format. 
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Regarding Claim 17, Ueno teaches an electronic camera according to claim 10, 
wherein the Image data is still image data (Col 8 Lines 4-5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention was made. 

4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ueno et 
al. (US 6757016) in view of Duncan et al. (US 6961084). 

Regarding Claim 12, Ueno teaches an electronic camera according to claim 10, 
but fails to teach a storage means for temporarily storing in a memory the compressed 
image data generated by said compression means; and a recording means for 
recording on a recording medium the compressed image data stored in said memory in 
response to a recording instruction. 

It is well known in the art to store and record image data after compression. 
Duncan teaches a camera apparatus where processed image data is compressed and 
then it is recorded when the user wants to record, and stored (Co/ 6 Lines 12-17). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teaching of Ueno with that of Duncan to store and record 
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compressed data after compression because compressed data is suitable for accurate 
and compact storage for later use. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 13 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tsukioka (US 7181092) teaches an imaging apparatus with a color filter array 
capable of intermittent readout operation in horizontal and vertical directions. 

Nishikawa et al. (US 2001/0036359) teaches a digital camera including a signal 
processing circuit to read from a camera data. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amy Hsu whose telephone number is 571-270-3012. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on 571-272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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